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ON THE RED CARPET: SOMETHING SPECIAL IS IN STORE
TRAVELLING ON ROVOS RAIL
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A short walk down the red
carpet and you’re greeted with a
glass of bubbly and your luggage is
quickly taken care of.
The station is a grand building,
opulently but tastefully styled.
Brief tours of the workshop and
museum are offered to those interested, and after a word of welcome from Rohan himself, you’re
ushered on board and introduced
to your carriage.
Each of the four Rovos trains
can accommodate up to 72 people
and has a lounge car, one or two
dining cars, a smoking lounge and
a glass-ended open balcony observation car at the end.
There are three suite options:
the Pullman suites sized at 7m2,
the Deluxe suites at 10m2 and
then the spacious Royal suites at
16m2.
All have twin or double bed
options, en-suite bathrooms and
naturally, the Royal suites feature
Victorian claw foot bathtubs.
Stepping into the train is being
transported into both the luxury
and elegance of a bygone era.
The cabin is spacious; enough
room for your bed, as well as a
desk and reclining chair and, of
course, your bathroom with surprisingly roomy shower.
Dining is a grand affair. Suits
and ties are required for the gen-
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The size of the Pullman
suites, the smallest offered on Rovos Rail.
tlemen and you can choose to dine
in either the 1920s period-piece
carriage with teak pillars or a
slightly more modern 1930s model, with large windows offering
panoramic views of the changing
landscape.
Lunch and dinner are fourcourse meals, perfectly paired
with premium wines.
As a growing wine aficionado,
I could hardly contain my delight
arriving at the bar to discover
some of South Africa’s top wines
available.
Naturally, there is also a healthy
cocktail, gin and spirits menu, accompanied by snacks through the
day.
At any point during the day you

can also use the phone in your carriage to order something from the
bar.
Although the trip financially
falls into the luxury bracket, it is
an all-inclusive service.
Two excursions are offered on
route to Cape Town or the reverse
journey towards Pretoria.
First is a stop in Kimberley, the
home of diamonds.
Being my first visit to the mining town I relished the opportunity to learn more of its sparkling
story.
An impressive tourist centre
provides all the information needed and offers a view of the great
Big Hole.
The second excursion is the
Sunday stop at Matjesfontein.
This is a unique Victorian town
that seemingly rises out of the desert.
– Throughout the off-season South
Africans and other SADC residents
can take advantage of a 50%-off offer.

