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ith nearly a thousand years of
practice, Britan has nad time
to perfect t
stay. On a road-trip taking in
the tength of the country, | was delighted
to discover a few places that pay homage
to Seuth Africa with subtle but celebrated
nods. From a farm stay above anclent
cliffs and an art-infused lakeside retreat
to a renovated royal club - alt iconic
Bntish locations, but with ursque South

African touches,

e art of the hatel

LOUMA

maost photographed stretch, and for gcod reason FROM FRANSCHHOEK-INSPIRED LUXURY IN THE LAXE

t DISTRICT TO BOBOTE SERVED BENEATH EDINBURCH
ts the countryside. And it's not just the natura CASTLE, THESE STAYS ARE REMINDERS THAT HOME

quilts the countryside. And it's not just the natural be.

the coast Is a geological time capsule, re: HAS A WAY OF TRAVELLING WITH US

185 million years of Eartn’s history and yleiding some of WORDS JARED RUFTENBERG
Britain's most remarkabie fossil discoveries

Reminiscent of South Africa’s Wil
cliffs run atong the shorelne, and a patchwork of pas

A stone’s throw from the dramatic coast, Louma Country
Hotel s @ charming rural retreat. The British Isles have seen
a rise in upscale agrotourism , and Louma anigh

sweeping wiew down the valley to the coast. Louma is
proudly Soutn Afncan ned; Lous and Emm,
caretakers, whose family owns Saxon, Steyn City Hotel,
and Shambala Private Game Reserve. When asked about
thelr reason for choosing the location, they quickly
explained, ‘Farms can be charming und
circumstances, but this one’s poston w
stunring that we decided to make the rest
make sense in that location.”

f almost any
O ursquely
f our offerings

Accommaodation options Include farmhouse rooms, timber
tone barrs, and shepherd huts - names that fulfil
sy. Room rates are full board, Invitng gue:
to relax and saveur the culinary delights at the centre of the
stay - most sourced from
the 100-acre estate. The
clinch pin for me? Louma
Is one of emerging
ntish wine estates

producing sparkling wine

that can rival a

Classique. The wines are
also worth tryir the
lightly oaked penot now is

an undercover treasure.

With indoecr and outgoor
Dl&_\‘ areas for children
and pets and two

dinin the farm

Inclusive space. However
embracing the outdoors

S with an exclusive
touch - the countrysde

paradise Is only open to

thelr averrvght guests

loumacountryhotel.co.uk
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LINTHWAITE HOUSE

the Lake District offers a

sh expenence, and understandably
¢ lakes dissect the landscape, rising
o Impressive fells and descending into lush green
valleys. At lometres long
mast remarkable, and high above its
House stands tall. It's no surprise
ranked as the 13th Best Hotel in the UK in the 2025
Condé Nast UK Readers’ Chowce Awards

Meandering Nort
quintessential B
so: slivers

Five-star luxury combines with country cham,

and for South Africans, there's a reassuring sense

of familianty: the hotel s owned by hospitality icon
Analjit Singh, founder of the Leeu von. If you've
driven through the gates of his two Franschhoek

t Florence edition)

you'd

font to the manicured gardens and the South
African artwork

This inchudes large sculptures by Angus Taylor and
Owan Lews, detalled collages by Barbara Wildenboer,
and Jaco Sieberhagen’s metal installations, to name
just a few.

Linthwaite’s culinary reputation Is unmatched for
the regicn. The Bar and Conservatory serve Informal
yet impressive menus, thanks to
South African Head Cnef Gerald
van der Walt. The afternoon tea is
a hearty affak, especially popular
tc morning hike
Sharing the property is Hervock,
one of restaurateur Simon Rogan
MBE’s fine-dining establishments
The mult-course tasting meru
celebrates his farm-to-table
hiosophy, complemented

y thoughtfully paired wines.

surrounding landscap
draws on 40 y
of feil walkng and trad running

expe: taking g to hidden waterfalls, caves,
scenic trails, and iconic views. My only legret'/ Not
bringing my running snoes to join the /2-year-old
on a wild mountan trak lmthwauehouse com

Steve W.
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With the 12 Apo
Jnder their o

n back n

¢ properties
elr South African

abroad make
neritage has
ventures. Furt
ada

Hotel. It's no
he headquarters

e motto s to

this group

Check-in t

lounge, draped in tartan
cham
view of Edinbur:
atmos|
through its reside
Eadnburgh’s on
- enabling s

xperences such

mpbell’s atelier to

“The hotel was once
the ﬁ(’(ldquarlcrs
of the Royal Over-

Seas League”

And then

cton of

aturing rarer fings

lam:a
arrives, a

"G with whisk

oming silhouette

s shown me, who s&
of home? =

100princes-street.com
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